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SUNDAY SERVICES
9:15 anD 11:00

September 3 (Labor Day Weekend -- One Service 10 am)
Toward a New Kind of Love Your Life Has Never Allowed

Karen Johnston and Joanna Brown
Service will be followed by socializing with lemonade in the Parlor.
No RE classes. Child care will be available from 9:30am to 11:30am.

September 10 (Intergenerational Service -- One Service 10 am)
Merging of the Waters

The Rev. Mary Hnottavange-Telleen
No RE classes.

September 17
Sermon topic to be announced

The Rev. Mary Hnottavange-Telleen
First Sunday of RE classes.

September 24
Sermon topic to be announced
The Rev. Mary Hnottavange-Telleen




FroM THE MINISTER

Dear Members and Friends of the USNF Community,

Last Sunday | sat in the back of the Great Hall of the Unitarian Society of Northampton and Florence. |
came late and quietly found a place on the bench along the back wall between the usher of the day, who was
calmly organizing the contents of the collection plate with an experienced hand, and a young woman. | could
see perfectly. | noticed the lightness and beauty of the room, the peaceful feel of the congregation settled
down to listen to the words of the worship leader. | also listened to a message about what it means to rest
upon the “threshold.” | thought “How wonderful! What a great place to be..... here, just as the Rev
Kathleen McTigue expressed in her reading (#435), ‘to rest for a moment on the forming edge’”. For
me, the threshold or the forming edge, is a place that feels familiar, a place known to harbor hidden,
unanticipated blessing. This makes me smile. The pair on the bench shared their copies of Singing the
Living Tradition, and familiar words and music reminded me of so many other beginnings | have experienced
with Unitarian Universalist congregations entering a period of Intentional Interim Ministry. In my reverie,
cloaked in momentary anonymity, I nearly allowed myself to forget that the fact that, indeed “I” am that
Interim Minister to this spiritual community, the members of which are feeling a bit nervous regarding what
will come next. | can easily guess that many seeds of expectation for the period ahead have been sown and
have even taken root, over the past several months. Some of these expectation may even have matured to
fruit that will have arrived at my door step.

Interim Ministry at the outset, for both Minister and congregation, is in a sense beginning in the middle.
Speaking for the minister, sometimes it is like being dropped into a stampeding herd bent on sailing off a
cliff....sometimes it is like finding oneself in a fairy tale and coming upon a peacefully slumbering giant....
occasionally it has the mystery and romance of leaping onto a train and getting to know the passengers one
by one. From the ministerial side of the experience, one just never knows what to expect, in spite of
painstaking preparation. EXCEPT that it will be different from anything else AND it bares similarity to past
ministerial experience with Unitarian Universalist congregations in transition. In beginning, cultivating
openness is the spiritual practice of the hour.

It is nearly Autumn, according to the calendar. The true gift of an Intentional Interim Period is the provision
for a clear opportunity to face the challenges brought by the changing seasons in congregational life. For
USNF these may show themselves to be daunting and to be linked in complex ways. During the next several
weeks | will be seeking to learn as much as possible from you and the varied perspectives you have to enrich
my understanding of your circumstances. May it be a wonderful time of conversation, of reasoning and
reflecting together, for appreciating the difference in perspective we have on the whole of congregational life.

In brief, the weeks ahead are the all important, “getting to know you” period. It is a time to take slowly, to
savor the opportunity for a new beginning and maybe to catch a whiff of the aroma of future possibility.
I am very much looking forward to it.

In Love and Hope,

The Rev. Mary Hnottavange-Telleen

The Pioneer is a periodical publication of the Unitarian Society of Northampton and Florence, 220 Main
Street, Northampton, MA 01060. It is issued monthly, except for a combined July/August issue. This is
volume 37, number 1. For more information, contact Rich West, editor, at rwest@periodyssey.com.
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FroM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Endings and Beginnings
John Gaustad

Summer is drawing to a close and we are about to
start a new year at USNF. The theme of our first Fall
service, asingle intergenerational service on September
10at 10 am, will be a Merging of the Waters ceremony
(bring a vial of water from a special place that you
visited this summer). We will also welcome to the
pulpit our Interim Minister, Rev. Mary Hnottavange-
Telleen. Alight lunch will be served after the service to
give us all a chance to meet and chat with Mary.

As we reassemble, other new faces will be evident.
Karen Racz resigned, after seven years as our
Administrator, to take a new position at the
Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities. She will
be replaced by Pat Keith, most recently the
Administrator at First Churches in Northampton. Pat
lives in Cummington, where she founded the Hilltown
Family Center. Jessica Lawson, our Administrative
Assistant, left us in June to attend graduate school. At
her desk you will now find Michael Diamond, a long-
time Valley resident. Some of you may know him as
the former owner of the Good Dog store in
Northampton. Feel free to drop by and introduce
yourself to these folks, and please be patient as they
learn our names and faces, and master the operations
of our wonderfully diverse, diffuse, and complex
Society.

Now a few words as your Treasurer: First, | thank
all of you who have already fulfilled your pledge for
the current Fiscal Year 2005-06 (ending on August
31). Those of you who have not yet done so (as of
August 8) should have received a letter by now stating
what is still due. At the end of July, $36,000 of unpaid
pledges were outstanding. Although late payments will
of course be accepted, we would appreciate it if you
pay your balance before the end of August. We
recognize that for some of you the uncertainties of life
may have made it impossible for you to fulfill your
pledge. If that’s the case, we understand, but please

let us know; just call me at home (584-9255), or call
the office (584-1390).

But I don’t want to end this article talking about
money. All of us on the Board are looking forward to
agreat new year, inspired by a new minister, working
with new staff, getting to know new members and
friends, renewing old acquaintances, and joining
together to strengthen our Society, enhance our spiritual
life together, and better serve our community. See
you in September!

Many Turn Out to Say Good-Bye

To the Rev. Jay Deacon
Bill Whitehill

The party and reception for the Rev. Jay Deacon was
a wonderful event. About 50 people attended. Jay
and all of us were in fine spirits and we enjoyed fabulous
food. Four highlights of the event for me: 1. Jay brought
us up to date on his job search; he is pursuing several
prospects in England. He praised our new interim
minister, Rev. Mary Hnottavange-Telleen. 2. The
memory book (compiled by Cathy Lilly) was greatly
expanded as people filled page after page with their
thoughts. 3. Ava Heydt-Benjamin brought a vegan
chocolate cake 9” tall and weighting about 25 pounds.
It was deliciously rich chocolate. 4. Sandy Ward took
pictures, which can be viewed at http://
sward.smugmug.com/gallery/1722424. Special thanks
are due to Ava, Cathy, Sandy, Claire Bailey, Jon and
Mike Covault, and Corky and David Klimczak. Thanks
to the Board for the financial assistance. And thanks
to all who attended as well as those who could not
attend but sent pages for the memory book.

Pioneer Contributors Please Note
To guarantee that your Pioneer submission
reaches the editor, please write: “PIONEER” in
the subject line of your e-mail. Thank you.
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REPORTS AND ARTICLES

Homecoming Sunday:

Merging of the Waters
Karen Shelley

This is a traditional UU ceremony that we will be
observing at our very own USNF Opening/
Homecoming Sunday, September 10. It represents our
journeys over the summer and our return to the Great
Hall to gather once again as a congregation. During
the summer, some of us have spent time in our backyard
pools or at the Look Park water park. Some of us
have traveled to lakes or oceans. For the September
10 ceremony, bring tou our Great Hall a sample of
water from the place where your heart lives. On that
day, we will invite you to come forward and pour your
water into the fountain, merging our collective waters.
The collected waters will then be available for
ceremonies throughout the year.

Patience Please

We have a new administrator, Pat Keith, and a new
administrative assistant, Michael Diamond. The office
staff is happy to assist you but asks for your patience
as they learn our systems, databases, as well as your
names and committee affiliations. There will be a
learning curve so please make sure your requests are
given to the office with extra lead time. Stop by and
introduce yourself or offer to help out if you are
available for office volunteer work.

Special Thanks

Special thanks to Prill Hinckley, John Gaustad, Joan
O’Brien, Rosemary LePage, Anne Benedict, Marybeth
Bridegam, Julie Kurose, Eliza D’ Agostino and others
who helped in the office this summer after Jessica
Lawson left to return to school. Thanks to Julie Kurose
and John Gaustad who acted as the interview and hiring
committee for our new administrative staff members.

We Need You for the

Welcome Team!
Cathy Lilly

Every Sunday, members of the Welcome Team stand
up to let visitors and newcomers know that the
Unitarian Society is awelcoming congregation and that
we are glad to have them with us. We greet one
another during services and pay particular attention to
newcomers. This isa big change from years ago when
we heard from newcomers that they would come for
several Sundays before anyone even spoke to them.
What we hear now from newcomers is that we are
presenting a friendly, welcoming face.

But we cannot continue to do this without you!
The only qualifications for the WWelcome Team are that
you are a friendly person and you attend Sunday
services occasionally. That’s just about every one of
us! Our vision is that twenty people will stand up at
each service, which means that we need at least seventy
people on the welcoming team. We want everyone to
answer this call —don’t depend on the “other guy.”

Please contact Claire Bailey (413-572-2905 or
clairedbailey@aol.com) or Cathy Lilly (413-568-8027
or catherinelilly@comcast.net) to make this very small
step that will help ensure that our society continues to
be a friendly place. Then, look for your pink nametag
on the table in the foyer.

If you would like to get more involved, some
members of the Welcome Team (who can count on
attending regularly) make a commitment to staff the
greeters’ table in the foyer at one service once amonth.
Let us know if that is something you would like to
consider.

We will be brainstorming about ways to continue
to make the USNF a friendly and welcoming
congregation on Thursday, September 28, at 6:30 pm.
Allare invited. Save the date. More information will
be forthcoming.

Next Pioneer Deadline: September 21
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Small Group Ministries: A Personal Reflection

Cat Lockett

As achild and really throughout my early adulthood, |
had always been surrounded by many friends and
always felt connected. However, at the age of 28,
after having lived in Northampton for over three years,
| felt lost. 1 wondered “What is missing in my life?”
I’ve dedicated my life to helping children and feel like
I make a difference in the urban community of
Springfield where I work. Yet, I had given nothing to
Northampton.

So one gorgeous Sunday morning, | gathered my
courage and stepped into the Unitarian Society of
Northampton and Florence. There was a banner
hanging on the pulpit that said “Small Group Ministries.”
I wondered what the heck could it be? So, I picked
up one of the orange colored pamphlets (this year,
bright green) in the pew and read more. Soon
afterwards, I joined my own Small Group Ministry.

Atour first meeting, 1was very nervous...notsure
of what to expect. However, something inside of me
knew that | was headed on the right path to feeling
connected to a spiritual and loving community.

After a few months of gathering...it had happened!
The seven of us had formed a sacred group that
deepened our spiritual and personal journey. It was

beautiful! Even through my experiences and training
asamental health counselor I had never actually been
aparticipant in the process of true sharing and reflecting
with others. It gave me a personal sense of belonging
to something bigger, some cosmic universe that we
can’t describe...but we can share together.

Joining Small Group Ministries was one of the most
rewarding, beautiful experiences I’ve ever had. 1 now
make time to come. | often plan my vacations around
our group meetings. | don’twantto miss any of them.
This summer, | took another step and joined the Small
Group Ministries planning team. Now | want to extend
the invitation to you to join Small Group Ministries.

There is limited space in each group, so please
sign up soon! If you do by Wednesday, September
27, we can guarantee you a spot.

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to feel
connected, or, for some of us re-connected, to our
Unitarian Society. We all want to support each other
in becoming our best selves and fulfilling our UU
values. So come along! We can’t wait for you to sign
up! For more information, pick up a green brochure,
or contact Katie Olmstead at 413/585-0564 or
KDOImstead@aol.com.

7

and Peter.

AMONG OURSELVES

Our thoughts are with Craig, Diane and Jesselyn Dreeszen. Craig’s father, Vincent H. Dreeszen,
died in early August in Lincoln Nebraska. Craig arrived in time to speak with his father who
died peacefully surrounded by his wife, sons, and daughter.

Kitty Callaghan, Michael Holroyde, and Kerry Holroyde have recently suffered a sudden loss
in their family. Kitty’s mother, Rita Callaghan, passed away on July 25 a few weeks after her
family had gathered to celebrate her 80th birthday.

We extend our deepest sympathy to Ellen Dickinson for the loss of her mother. Audrey S.
Drake died on July 20. She is survived by Ellen and Ellen’s four brothers: Alfred, David, Jeff

N

\

)
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Start Your Stroll on
the Membership Journey

Laurie Salame

While some were here all summer, | send a hearty
welcome back to returning visitors, friends, and
members! As you enter—or re-enter—this place, |
am confident you will find what you are looking for
and enjoy all that the Unitarian Society of Northampton
and Florence has to offer. For those visitors and friends
who are interested in exploring and learning about
Unitarianism and/or USNF, I invite you to join usin
our “Membership Journey” program. Designed to fit
into your busy schedule, while satisfying your quest
for information, our program runs the first Sunday of
every month, October through June, from 1-3 pmin
the Parlor. Since we know you may have other
commitments, all sessions are drop-in; attend one or
attend them all as you are able.

The first session, scheduled for October 1, is our
“Gateway to Membership.” It is an orientation to
membership, especially geared towards newcomers,
and is offered five times per year (every other month:
December 3, February 3, April 1, and June 3). Other
sessions are more topical, as follows: Expectations of
Membership (November 5); Getting Involved (January
7); Local and UU History (March 4); and Principles
and Purposes (May 6). With plenty of “Q&A” time,
the sessions are very interactive, with great discussions
between our visitors, members and friends, who share
their thoughts in a lively and supportive setting. After
each session, there is an opportunity to join the USNF
by signing the membership book. Some are ready to
take this step; others are not. There is no obligation or
expectation to join—membership is a personal decision
and we want everyone to consider that decision
carefully.

I hope that you can make it October 1, as well as
to our subsequent sessions. If you have any questions
about our Membership Journey program, about
membership, or about USNF in general, please feel
free to contact me, Laurie Salame, at
Isalame@ht.umass.edu. I look forward to assisting you
on your journey toward membership!

All Adults in the Congregation:
Coming-of-Agers Need You

John Sass

As a community, we make a pledge to support and
help nurture our children as they grow. The task of
guiding youth in this culture is overwhelming for parents
to do alone and we rely on others for their judgment,
wisdom, and energy so that our youth will feel loved
and cared for.

This year, we have a Coming of Age class of twenty
wonderful, energetic 8th graders. At the moment, we
have a commitment from five adults of our
congregation to work with them throughout the year.
We need more adults to make that commitment. We
cannot ask the parents to do this (as we do in other
RE classes) because of the nature of the discussions
and the goal of having our youth “come of age.” So
this is the year in RE when we need to look outside
the parents of these kids. We rely on adults who may
be parents of others or not parents at all. You do not
have to be a professional teacher - you may never
have worked with youth before. But your presence,
your experiences, and your enthusiasm is what kids
will appreciate. And you will be rewarded handsomely
by getting to know some marvelous kids as they begin
a search for answers that will last a lifetime.

You do not need to make a commitment for every
week of the year - just what you can afford. Please, if
you have any interest at all, call me at 586-3711 and
let’s talk. Soon. Thanks.

Attention Parents of High School Youth:
The RE Council has determined that all high
school youth who are members of the YRUU
must be formally registered in the RE
program. Parents of youth may then offer
their incredible talents to younger students by
signing up to be teachers or mentors. Thisin
turn enables parents of younger children to
work with your youth.

| The Power of One! Support the Help Fund Penny Drive -- Every Penny Helps!
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Twelve Days in Transylvania

Visiting our Partner Church
Jeanne Kocsis

Anne Lombard and | spent July 14 — 26 in
Karacsonyfalva, participating in the life of the village
and its Unitarian congregation, our partner church since
1990. Though our major activity was teaching English
to two classes, the real goal was to deepen our
understanding and thus to deepen the partner
relationship between Karacsonyfalva and
Northampton.

The Reverend Mihély Benedek and Enikd
Benedek were wonderful hosts and we were
welcomed warmly into the community. We conveyed
our congregation’s greetings at one of three worship
services, presenting a gift of an updated Northampton
photo album. In return we received an elegant
embroidered hymnal cover for the use of our minister.
Other activities included visiting several families; taking
part in a two-day homecoming festival (held every ten
years); and exploring the magnificent hills surrounding
the village.

The residents of Karacsonyfalva have devised a
two-part plan to attract tourists from Hungary. The
first part is based on aesthetic renovations of the
church, primarily restoring the medieval frescoes that
depict legends based on the life of King (later Saint)
LaszI6 of Hungary. (The early Unitarians painted the
walls white after most of the village converted from
Catholicism.) The second part is the reopening of the
once popular mineral baths, scheduled for September.
The same foundation that is financing the building
restoration is donating computers to the village and
paying for internet hookups. Our Partner Church
Committee will take responsibility for Reverend
Benedek’s monthly internet access fee.

The most valuable part of the trip was the
opportunity to gain insight into cultural factors that can
affect our relationship. Some of the things we learned
are: 1. Transylvanians do not want to be considered
“poor Romanians” who need to be “saved” by
Americans. 2. They welcome our support for projects
they themselves have initiated. 3. They would very
much like to have direct communication with our
minister.

One of our focuses was the model dairy farm to
which USNF has contributed in the past. We had a
pleasant visit and discussion with the Reverend Levente
Kelemen and Eva Kelemen, who are responsible for
the farm through the nonprofit agency Project Harvest
Hope and its Romanian counterpart, Harvest Hope
pro Homorod. The latter’s Board of Directors, of
which Mihaly Benedek is an active member, is
committed to giving cows to villagers through a
program modelled on the Heifer Project, but so far no
one from Karacsonyfalva has filed an application. This
reflects a complex situation which the Partner Church
Committee is monitoring, though it is outside our
partnership.

What next? First of all, the Partner Church
Committee is committed to working with the RE
Council and Youth Group to send at least two Youth
Group members to Karacsonyfalva in 2007. We know
their experience will be both profound and fun. And
we look forward to two celebrations: In 2008
Karacsonyfalva will celebrate the completion of the
church renovations, and they have invited us to join
them. In 2010, our two congregations will mark the
20" anniversary of our connection. Mihaly and Eniko
Benedek, who so far have been unable to visit us
because of family and church obligations, hope to travel
to Northampton to celebrate with us.

There were many other facets of our trip, too many
to cover here. Please watch the Partner Church bulletin
board (downstairs hallway) for pictures, stories, and
more reports.

Partner Church Tag Sale - September 23
The Partner Church Tag Sale will be held on
the lawn Saturday, September 23, from 9 am
to 2 pm. Please set aside items for the sale:
knick-knacks, books, small appliances, plants,
toys and games, kitchen utensils and dishes,
jewelry, etc. (We will not be selling clothing.)
Donated items may be brought to the Society
on September 17 or left on the porch of 190
Crescent Street the week prior to the sale.
Thanks to everyone for your participation.
Flora Majumder (413/584-8095).
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RE NEws

Greetings From the Desk
of the Youth Director

Christine Bates

This year is bound to be an exciting adventure! We
will spend more time outdoors, more time making our
dreams come true, and more time committing acts of
social justice. Teens in 9-12 grade are invited to invest
time and energy building community and a vision of a
better world. Check out the following updates:

Parents of youth in grades 9-12

Thanks to all the parents who have registered their
teens for Youth Group! This year families of Youth will
participate in the same registration and coop process
as younger members of Religious Education. This
system will increase our pool of adults to draw from
and in turn free up some parents of younger children
to advise for Youth Group. If you have not done so
already, please register your teens for Youth Group.
The standard RE registration can be found on the Youth
Director’s desk, in the RE Office, or by request from
Christine by phone or email message. All you do makes
abig difference in the children you have raised. Thanks
for your hard work!

Upcoming Youth Group events
All teens entering 9-12 grade this fall are invited! On
September 10, USNF Youth Group will have its kickoff
get together during a day of ceremony and fun. We
will meet at the 10 am Water Ceremony. Then,
provided the weather is good and the stars aligned,
we will travel to Goshen for a fun-filled afternoon at
the Sass’ cottage. Keep an eye on your mailbox for
the permission slip and complete list of things to bring.
Starting September 17, Youth Group will meet from
4-6 pm each Sunday afternoon in the Social Room.
Be sure to bring snack contributions for the snack
cabinet! On the weekend of September 29 to 30,
we’ll hold our First Rock-In Lock-In of the year.

Youth Advisors

We will conduct an Advisor Orientation on September
9 from 10 am to 3:30 pm. Stay tuned for more
information. Basic Youth Advisor Training is available
at the Unitarian Universalist Society of Grafton and
Upton on September 15-17. This is strongly
recommended for all advisors. (It’s fun, too!)

Transylvania plans

With the generous ongoing support of the USNF
Partner Church Committee, the Youth Group will
continue to raise funds for a pilgrimage to Transylvania
this coming summer through the Unitarian Universalist
Partner Church Council’s experienced trip itinerary.
Upcoming weekend collaborations with the USNF
Partner Church Committee are the Tag Sale on
September 23 and the return of the ‘Great Pumpkin’
Sale October 24. Save the dates and buy your locally
grown pumpkins for a cause!

This is the brief rundown of the near future. We
expect to have a lot of fun and create the unique
experience that YRUU provides the Youth of this
Liberal Religious Community.

All RE Families

Great news! 90% of our families are
registered! This means that we can begin to
set classes, identify appropriate classrooms,
finalize teaching teams, and attend to all the
details. If your family is not registered and
attended last year, we still need forms from you.
Some classes are full, or filling up fast.

The registration booklet, informational flyers,
class lists/location/teachers and other
information will be available in your families’
packet which will be available at the Teacher
Orientation and after the Intergenerational
Opening Sunday Service the next day.
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Tuesday, September 5

-- 6-8:30 pm: RE Council Meeting (child care provided)

Friday, September 8-Sunday, September 10

-- Coming of Age Trip to Heifer Project’s Overlook
Farm.

Saturday, September 9

-- 9 am-3 pm: Teacher and Youth Advisor Orientation.
All teachers of K-7 and Youth Advisors are
strongly encouraged to participate with your
peers. Chalice Camp childcare will be provided
with meaningful summer camp style activities
and fun. We will start promptly as Mary
Hnottavange-Tellen will join us for introductions
and opening worship at 9!

Sunday, September 10

-- 10 am: Intergenerational Service (no RE) Family
photos, pick up registration booklets and
information.

RE Calendar

Sunday, September 10 (continued)

-- 1-4 pm: Paid pre-school teacher training and set up
All high school students who wish to be paid
child care providers this year either on Sundays
or for special events must attend. YRUU
gathering at the Sass’ cottage, call Christine
Bates FMI.

Friday, September 15

-- 6-9 pm: Parent Orientation and Potluck for parents
of middle grade students (grades 5-8) (child care
provided)

Sunday, September 17

-- 9:15 and 11 am: First week of RE. Family photos,
welcome back.

Friday, September 22

-- 5:30-8 pm: Parent Orientation and Potluck for parents
of pre-school and primary grade students (grades
Pre-K-4) (child care provided)

The Clara Barton District of the Unitarian Universalist Association presents:

The Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education Training Weekend
to become Adult Facilitators of the K/1-4/6 OWL

*NEW OWL LEADER TRAINING*
EXPERIENTIAL,ATTENTIVETO MULTIPLE LEARNING STYLES,
INTERACTION BASED, AND FUN!

WHAT: Weekend experience will provide information and practice culminating in dual certification to

teach either K-1 and 4-6.
WHERE: Holiday Inn Express —Milford MA.

WHEN: Friday, September 29, 5 pm, through Sunday, October 1, 3 pm, (with a nice break
Saturday evening). You must attend the entire training in order to be certified.

WHO: Male and female volunteers who have been selected by the DRE of their congregation (or
other appropriate screening and selection body)

LEADERS: UUA Certified OWL Trainers John Sulzman from Corvalis, WA, and Cindy Beal from

Northampton MA.

COST: $120 early registration covers training and most meals, plus housing.

WHAT DO I DO IF IAM INTERESTED? Speak with Cindy Beal, our DRE, ASAP about your
interest and to discuss your suitability for this challenging and rewarding role. The USNF RE program
will pay the registration fee for all members and friends who are selected to attend. We have a

particular need for qualified men.
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BULLETIN BOARD

UU NEWS AND SOCIAL EVENTS

Bring In Your Help Fund Pennies September 24
We hope you’ve been filling your Help Fund Penny
Bank this summer. Bring those pennies to the Great
Hall on Sunday, September 24, to be collected at both
services. This year we will dump them in front of the
pulpit on the floor and hope to be amazed at the size
of the pile. Last September we collected $700, which
helped nine people in desperate straits. Other funding
comes from plate collections in November and
December and at other times during the year as
determined by the Board of Directors and members
who contribute as they able and so moved. The Help
Fund, open from November to April, the hardest
months of the year for some, provides one-time
assistance to people to help pay utilities, rent, and
transportation. We are now administering the program
cooperatively with First Churches. We hope to expand
church membership in the program during 2007.

Adult Education Meeting September 24

First meeting of the new year! When? 12:45 pm
Sunday, September 24, Parlor, after the second
service. We have loads of good ideas and need to
make some choices. Do come and contribute your
thoughts! For more information, call Prill Hinckley at
413/253-3776.

UU Auction Coming November 18

The UU Auction date for this year is set for Saturday,
November 18, and it’s not too early to be thinking
about all that that entails! The Fabulous Fall Auction
is looking for volunteers with these special skills: ability
to use the telephone, balloon inflating, willingness to
remain cheerful while setting up and/ or cleaning up,
signpainting, and/ or knowledge of how to arrange
things on tables so that they look pretty. If you have
any one of these highly specialized skills, we need you!
Please contact Suzanne Seymour
(vermontfire@aol.com) or Lisa Papademetriou
(lisa@lisapapa.com; 584-3948.)

Semi-Annual Meeting November 5

On Sunday, November 5, at 1 pm, we will hold our
semi-annual meeting of the Unitarian Society of
Northampton and Florence. All members are
encouraged to attend. Childcare will be provided.
Lunch will be available for a small fee in the parlor
after the second service.

More “Homestay” Hosts Needed

Since March, 2006, members who have offered
“Homestay” for people visiting the area have
contributed about $2000 to the society. Those who
have participated in this fundraising project have
enjoyed the experience. More host homes are needed,
especially for October and May weekends during
Paradise City Arts Festivals, family weekends, and
graduations at area colleges. Primary requirements
include a private guestroom, cleanliness, friendliness,
and private bath if possible. If you cannot offer a private
bath, be sure that the shared bath is clean and available
to your guests when they need it. Breakfast can be as
simple or elegant as you like to prepare. Check for
food allergies and special dietary needs. To participate,
contact Gil Billings, 413/527-7353
(Gil@lupinehouse.com) for information.

Attention All High School and College Students

Are you interested in teaching RE preschool? Already
signed up? There is a Mandatory Training on Sunday
September 10 from 1-4 pm in the Social Room for all
who want to teach preschool RE or provide child care
for the RE program this year. Call Cindy now to discuss
your interest, and discuss your options.

RE Needs

Please DO donate: Sturdy folding/card tables.
Please DO NOT donate (yet): Books for the
Booksale. We have no place to store them.
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Desperately Seeking Childcare
Looking for childcare two days a week
(M,W) early morning and after school for 7-
year-old girl. Short term-hopefully only about
a month with possible occasional days
throughout the school year. Please provide
your own transportation. Please contact Terri
Ach, terriach@juno.com, 413/584-5223.

I would say that social work began in my
mind in the Unitarian Church when | was
ten or twelve years old, and | started to do
things that | thought would help other

people.
Roger N. Baldwin (1884-1981)
Founder, ACLU

USNF Calendar Listing for September 2006

Saturday, September 2
Great Hall and Parlor: Wedding Rehearsal
4-6pm

Sunday, September 3
Office: House & Property Committee 9:15 am
Great Hall: Wedding 2:30 — 6:30 pm

Monday, September 4
Parlor: Executive Team 7 pm

Tuesday, September 5
Social Room and Kitchen: RE 6 pm

Friday September 8
Social Room and Kitchen: RE 5 pm

Saturday, September 9

Social Room: RE Teacher Orientation 8 am — 3 pm

Whole Building: House and Property Work Party
9 am — 12 noon

Lawn: Stop the War Committee 12 noon — 4 pm

Sunday, September 10
Parlor: Partner Church Committee 7:30 pm
Social Room: RE Teacher Training 1 — 4 pm

Monday, September 11
Social Room: Council Meeting 7:00 pm

Friday, September 15
Social Room and Kitchen: Middlers Parent
Orientation 6 — 9 pm

Saturday, September 16

Great Hall: Wedding Rehearsal 10 am — 12 noon

Great Hall, Social Room and Parlor: Concert
4-10:30 pm

Sunday, September 17
Great Hall: Wedding 1 — 5 pm

Monday, September 18
Parlor: Board Meeting 7 pm

Wednesday, September 20
Social Room and Kitchen: RE 6 pm

Thursday, September 21
Social Room: Small Group Ministries 7 —9 pm
Parlor: Membership Committee 6:30 pm

Friday, September 22
Social Room and Kitchen: Primary Grades Parent
Orientation 5:30 — 8 pm

Saturday, September 23
Lawn (if rain, Social Room): Partner Church Tag
Sale 8 am - 3 pm

Sunday, September 24
Parlor: Adult Education 12:45 pm

Monday, September 25
Social Room: Religious Sevices Committee 7 pm

Thursday, September 28
Social Room: Membership Welcome Team Training
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