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November 4
Making Common Cause with the Losers

Karen Johnston

What would a preferential option for the poor look like in our own lives?
This service explores many “long defeats” that the world and our community have suffered

and how we keep going in the face of them.

November 11
Mirror, Mirror

The Interim Journey Team and the Rev. Stephen Cook

The Interim Journey Team has led nearly 100 of  us through listening circles,
which will help us see who and where we are now and where we want to go in the time ahead.

In this service, they will share your words and thoughts with us.

November 18
Five Grains of  Corn

The Rev. Stephen Cook
One intergenerational service at 10:00

In their days of  direst need, the Pilgrims were living on just five grains of  corn a day.
That seems far away from our world of  plenty, yet there are still those without enough to eat.

November 25
Giving Worth

The Rev. Stephen Cook

The root of the word “worship” is “to give worth.”
Unitarian Universalists must decide for themselves the questions of “to whom” or “to what?”

    THE PIONEER
SUNDAY SERVICES AT 9:15 AND 11 AM
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ALONG THE WAY

A few years ago, I was attending a meeting of  the Berkshire Group of  Unitarian Universalist Ministers, a
study group of  UU colleagues. We met once a year, in mid-October, for a three-day retreat during which
we would present and hear papers on a subject chosen by us for serious reflection. Berkshire Group was
meeting at the time in a retreat center just outside Williamstown. The retreat’s buildings backed up against
the feet of  the Taconic Mountains, along which the New York-Massachusetts border runs, and looked out
across a valley toward the looming, folded bulk of  Mount Greylock, the highest mountain in Massachusetts.
The fall foliage there had passed its peak, most of  the reds and oranges gone by, filling the paths with their
softly faded pastels.  Our cushioned footfalls stirred autumn pungency as we passed.  Only the yellows
remained, bright enough to create a gold haze in the late afternoon sun.

I walked out early one morning, just at dawn, and strolled down a few hundred yards of dirt road. Other
than a few birds, the mountains and I had the morning to ourselves. There was meadow on either side of
the road, edged by my beloved stone walls and fringed with maple. The trees had been stubborn and,
while perhaps half-stripped of their foliage, retained the rest, now a burnished blend of what had been
orange and yellow. I quieted my breathing and stood for a time, relishing the chill air, the slight mist across
the fields toward the ancient mountain and the stillness that had been broken only by my own steps.

As I stood there, the first arc of sun slid over the shoulder of Greylock and beamed directly across the
valley toward me, bathing the hill, the meadow and the sentinel maples. I closed my eyes to the light,
enjoying the sudden, distinct perception of  heat on my eyelids. As I continued to stand there, eyes closed
and unmoving, I suddenly became aware of a sound that had just started, a slight, hazy sort of sound, not
loud, that would have passed unmarked were not the morning so still.

I opened my eyes. The maple leaves had begun to fall. They were falling in hundreds, falling in thousands,
as I watched. All along the skirted meadow, over the stone wall, onto the gravel road, even onto to my
shoulders, the leaves which had, only moments ago, continued stalwartly to cling to their branches released
and fell.

How much sound can a leaf possibly make when it touches another leaf, when it settles to the already
carpeted earth? How tiny a sound must that be, yet I heard it, heard it together as you hear the softest rain
and, when I really attended, could hear each separate leaf as it touched another and another and at last the
earth.

The ripe moment had come for those particular trees. The last, tiny, needed iota of  heat had crossed 98
million miles of space, slid through the chill air, passed over the granite bulk of Greylock, spanned the
meadows and touched the bases of the leaves as it touched my closed eyelids-just touched. It was enough.
In the fullness of time, in this place, in this year, just as for 10,000 years in this place, the moment of release
had come-and, in the unaccountable workings of Grace, it was given to me, as a free gift, to witness it.

Blessings,
Steve
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REPORTS AND ARTICLES

Board of Trustees Report
Semi-Annual Meeting
Coming November 18
Craig Dreeszen

We encourage members and friends to attend our
semiannual congregational meeting, Sunday,
November 18 at 12:30 pm in the Great Hall. This
follows a single intergenerational service at 10:00.
Our Youth Group will offer a light lunch between
the service and the meeting for a donation.

Members will consider and vote on a proposed
search process for our next settled minister and vote
to confirm (or not) our monthly “share-the-plate”
contributions to the Interdenominational Help Fund
and other charities. Please be part of  our
congregation’s decision making. Please see the
Official Call and full agenda accompanying this
issue of  the Pioneer.

Interested members joined trustees in two open-
house sessions this month to discuss how to search
for our next minister. If  members endorse the
process on November 18, we commence a ten-step
search as outlined in the Proposed Ministerial Search
Process (see summary chart accompanying this
issue). Members elect the search committee,
participate in a survey and visioning sessions, and
vote in May 2009 to call the search committee’s
recommended candidate as our next settled minister.
If called, our minister joins us August 2009.

Trustees are working well with the Reverend
Stephen Cook, our Interim Minister. Steve is quickly
learning about us. He tells us that he admires who
we are as a congregation and what we have already
accomplished in our Interim Journey. We hope that
you introduce yourself to Steve, schedule a visit,
and invite him to join your Unitarian Society
working or social group for a meal together or
meeting. Trustees value Steve’s leadership.

We all appreciate that members have been
patient with reduced services, open office hours,

and staff  hours due to our tight budget this year.
Our staff is working very hard to meet the needs
of a lively congregation.

Our treasurer reports that pledge receipts are
up significantly for the first month of our current
fiscal year. We take this as a good omen and look
forward to a successful Stewardship Campaign in
the new year. Look for an invitation to help with
Stewardship as we ask each other to help support
our congregation and services. Please also bring your
checkbook November 17 to the new Senior Center
for the gala service auction.

Thanks to a hard-working Nominating
Committee, trustees approved two new members
of  our governing board to fill vacancies. Barbara
Smith was appointed as a new trustee. David
McGrath accepted our invitation to serve as our
clerk and also joins the Executive Team that sets
agendas for Trustee and Council meetings. Members
can confirm these appointments at our May meeting
for confirmation.

Last Chance to Sign Up
For Photo Directory
Cathy Lilly

Oops! Did you miss making an appointment for the
photo directory?  It’s not too late! There are still
some appointment times available. The dates of
the photo shoot are Wednesday, November 7;
Thursday, November 8; Friday, November 9
(between 3 pm and 9 pm); and Saturday, November
10 (between 10 am and 5 pm). Your last chance to
make an appointment will be by calling Lisa
Papademetriou at 584-3948 or Claire Bailey at 572-
2905 before Sunday November 4. If for some reason
you are unable to make any of these dates, please
mail a recent glossy photograph with identifying
information to me at my home address in the Society
directory. We will include these in the directory when
published.
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Social Justice Forum Report

Ed Olmstead

The Social Justice Forum, which meets the first
Wednesday of  every month, is open to all. This is
the time when we work to coordinate and share
social justice issues with and for the congregation
and the community at large. The meeting is
preceded by a potluck at 6:30. At 7, the entire group
shares information and discusses issues relevant to
everyone. Then we divide into two subgroups: those
working on the congregational issues of promoting
a living wage and those working for environmental
responsibility (the Green Team).

Those working to support and promote a living
wage are focusing on how to involve more people
in the congregation and the community at large in
this effort. They are currently working on a
handout/brochure with a statement of purpose and
some personal examples to show the reasons for
promoting a living wage. They hope to work with
the Coming-of-Age class and the youth director and
are looking for ways to actively involve businesses
in the effort. Your involvement is welcome.

The members of  the Green Team have been
focusing primarily on ways to decrease our carbon
footprint. Some members of the group have piloted
a four-session model presented by David Gershon
in his book Low Carbon Diet: A 30-Day Program to
Lose 5000 Pounds. You can find a link to his web

Explore USNF’s Adult Enrichment Programs!

Every Sunday from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Following a light lunch served in the Parlor from 12:30 to 1:00.

-- Join in a book discussion (on Nov. 4, Gwen Agna, principal of  the Jackson Street School, will be
with us when we consider  “Educating America’s Children,”  and on Nov. 11, Judy Cockerton,
founder and Executive Director of  the Treehouse Community and the inspiration for our 2005 Social
Justice story-telling project, will share her ideas and experiences when we discuss “Strengthening a
Collapsing Child Protection System.”) or
-- learn more about Unitarianism Universalism from David & Corky Klimczak; or
-- see a PBS film on Africa, followed by two films on the Native American view of the environment.
For more information, consult the yellow Adult Enrichment Schedule posted in the Parlor.

site under the Social Justice Forum page at
www.uunorthampton.org. The pilot group supported
one another to take personal steps to reduce each
of  their carbon footprints. They did such things as
turning down thermostats, driving more efficiently,
keeping tires fully inflated, using less hot water in
showers, eating locally, putting up clothes lines,
walking and biking more, and talking to others.

The Green Team sponsored a community-wide
meeting on October 21 on the low carbon diet. It
will be sponsoring the first Friday meal in November
at USNF, which will feature locally grown food.
Come enjoy the food and the company!  In February,
the Green Team will sponsor a four-Sunday LCD
program here at USNF.

We are interested in joining with other UUs in
our efforts. We will be talking more about practical
ways to get involved at our next meetings. Please
join us or talk to us when you see us. Also see what
other UUs are doing at www.uumassaction.org and
http://uuministryforearth.org. Ken Harstine has
added easy links to these web sites and more under
Social Justice Forum Links on the USNF web page.
Check out these pages. The web site is a good
communication tool for those of us with internet
access. You are welcome to contact me for more
information at 584-3122 or EdOlmstead@aol.com.

A Living Wage, the Green Team, and You



The Pioneer 5

Among Ourselves

Lifelong Unitarian Edward Howe Cotton, Jr.., died peacefully at his Northampton home
on October 22 after a brief  illness, surrounded by family, his longtime companion
Annabelle Parker, and friends. Ed was predeceased by his wife of  forty-six years, Rose
Pritz Cotton, in January 1998.  Ed was born May 20, 1922, in Marblehead, the son of the
Rev. Edward Howe Cotton, a Unitarian minister, and Ruth Woodberry Cotton, a
schoolteacher and care provider.  Ed moved to Northampton in 1936 when his father
became the penultimate minister of  the Free Congregational Society of  Florence, serving
until his untimely death in 1942.  Ed became an arborist, known throughout the community
as a champion of  Northampton’s trees.  In lieu of  donations, the family has asked anyone
who wishes to honor Ed to plant a tree in his name.  A memorial service was held October
25 at Look Park.  Sarah Metcalf  spoke there on behalf  of  the USNF.

The UU Auction:
Catch the Wave!                          

 
Imagine you’re relaxing on a beach or dreamy island
getaway, listening to music and surrounded by
familiar faces.... Are you a Survivor contestant?  No—
you’re at the UU Auction!  Catch a wave, ride the
surf—whatever you do, come dressed for the tropics,
because we’re going to have a hot time!

The Auction is USNF’s second-largest
fundraiser of  the year. Last year, we netted more
than $13,400.00 and donated 10% of the proceeds
to Northampton’s public elementary schools for
environmental projects. This year, we’ll be helping
out Pioneer Valley Habit for Humanity. It’s going
to be great fun for a great cause, so clear your
calendar and get your tickets early! (They’re
available at the auction table during coffee hour.)
The auction is a great way to meet others in our
community, plan a calendar full of  fun events, or
even do a little early holiday shopping!

When: Saturday, November 17th
Where: the NEW Northampton Senior Center,

67 Conz St.
Time: 5:30-9:30
Dinner! Drinks! UU Jazz Jam! Plenty of

parking!  All this for only $7.00!
To donate, fill out a form in the parlor or visit

www.uuauction.com.  We’ll see you there!

INTRODUCTIONS

Stuart Mieher, 48, joined the Society last May after
attending services last year. A native of  San Angelo,
in West Texas, Stuart moved with his family to
Northampton from Boston, where he’d lived for 14
years, in 2002. He has two daughters, Claire, 10, in
fifth grade at the Smith College Campus School,
and Kate, 13, in seventh grade at the Academy at
Charlemont. He’s teaching fifth grade in the first
quarter of  RE with Jane Simonds.

Stuart currently works as an investment analyst
(translation: stock picker) with Select Equity Group,
an investment management firm based in New York
City, though he works most of  the time from his
home in Northampton. He worked as a management
consultant to corporations and non-profits during
most of his time in Boston and was on the board of
the Plymouth Congregational Church, in Belmont.
Before that, he worked as a journalist for several
newspapers including the St. Petersburg (Florida) Times
and the Wall Street Journal.

In Northampton, Stuart has become active with
the Academy of  Music and currently serves as its
treasurer. He’s also a biker and can be found on
most pleasant days struggling up the hills to keep
pace with his friends in the Northampton Cycling
Club.
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Interim Journey Team Report
Listening Circles
Attract Nearly 100
Margaret Babbott

The Fall Listening Circles have been completed;
approximately 90 members participated in a total
of  13 different Listening Circles. Twenty facilitators
co-led these small focus groups and recorded the
responses to two questions.  Thanks to all who
turned out and participated; the level of
involvement speaks to a renewal of  energies. The
IJT is carefully studying the information (assisted
by a member who specializes in qualitative data
analysis) to identify themes and then will mirror this
back to the congregation at the November 11
services. We will also provide a written summary in
the December Pioneer and on our USNF website.
Listening Circles (a form of  appreciative inquiry) is
an interactive way to meet the transitional task of
discovering  and clarifying a new vision of
congregational identity.

A written survey for new and longstanding
friends (non-members) is available in the Parlor.
Please help us with our work towards clarifying our
identity and developing paths towards membership,
commitment and a deepening faith by completing
the survey and returning it to the IJT box in the
Parlor.

In December, the IJT agenda includes: studying
the Safe Congregations curriculum; continuing to
liaison with our minister, trustees, Coordinating
Council and RE regarding transition issues; and
gearing up for the Winter Listening Circles. In
October, IJT member Paul Foster-Moore joined
many other UUs at the New England Leadership
Conference.

We are already setting dates for the Winter and
Spring Listening Circles so that members can plan
ahead. We will post these dates as soon as they are
confirmed by the various strands of  our
interdependent web at the Society!

Next Pioneer deadline:
Wednesday, November 21

UUSC
Be a Part of  the Solution
Around the World
Lee Hawkins

As a child I was raised Catholic. Each Sunday I was
given two nickels, one for each collection plate. One
helped support our home church and one went to
far away places where those people too could be
saved and go to heaven. Or so I understood it.

For 53 years now I have been doing the same
thing, only in a UU way. The purpose is the same,
sort of. I still want to “save” people in far away
places, with a result that might seem almost like
heaven to them. Imagine that your job as a child
was to carry all the water that your family needed
for drinking, cooking, cleaning and bathing, walking
miles to do this! I can remember the children in our
RE program on Staten Island working with the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC)
on just such a problem years ago, to raise money to
build a well in a far off village. There are still areas
in underdeveloped countries where such help would
be received with joy!

The news about fires in California reminds us
that accessible water is an issue even in our
comfortable society. To quote from the UUSC.org/
blog, “When depletion caused by contamination,
over-extraction or climate change creates conflict
over water, UUSC works with partners to influence
public policy so that everyone will have access to
safe and affordable water.”

The key words here are “works with partners.”
Given its small budget UUSC has found that the
best way to have an impact on the wide array of
concerns we UUs share here at home and around
the world, is to partner with others with similar
values and goals as they relate to the issue at hand.
That also is how you can show that you validate
not only the Unitarian Universalist principles but
also the practices of “justice, equity and
compassion.” It’s easy! Just join the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee or, if  you are a
member, renew you dues. Envelopes are available
in the pews.
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RE NEWS
Cindy Beal, DRE

November 4 is the last Sunday of the 1st
quarter.  Teachers will be wrapping up the quarter
and introducing the 2nd quarter teachers.   If  you
are a 2nd quarter teacher, you should have received
a letter last week with
important information
about the structure of
Sunday morning.  Please
remember to pick up your
curriculum this week or
next.

ALL COAers have been
matched with Mentors.
Thank you to all who volunteered. It is very
important to have a volunteer pool deeper than the
size class so that we can make appropriate and
successful matches.  We are grateful for the
continued generosity of  our membership.

The Annual Clara Barton District Excellence in Religious Education Conference
Holden Street Unitarian Society, Worcester, MA

Saturday, November 17, 2007, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.  $10-20 per person.
Refreshments and lunch provided; child care is available.

The District RE Team has sponsored an half  or full day event for six years now,
and many congregations send contingents.  Like the Ministry Matters Conference, registration fills up.

This year we are excited to have found a larger site that can accommodate more people,
but we still need to register early.  RE at USNF is hoping to send a group from our congregation,

and to that end, is subsidizing the registration fee for parents this year only.

TWO WORKSHOP SESSIONS
• Off  the page and into the heart—Story-telling in Worship w/ Lisa Rubin
• Adult RE-who, what, how — w/ Deborah Levering, District Program Consultant,
• Tiny church schools-- a dozen or less children — w/ Cyd Melcher, Donna Davisson, DREs
• Planning Gulf  Coast & other service trips with Youth — The Unitarian Society of  New Haven
• Managing the RE classroom — w/ Cindy Beal, DRE
• RE Credentialing—a panel discussion
• The care and feeding of Religious Educators—
• Love your neighbors—w/ Deborah Levering and youth

Teachers Needed  We have almost a full
compliment of teachers for the 2nd quarter, which
begins November 11 and continues through the
winter holiday season.  Some mentors who were

matched had been previously slated
to teach, leaving openings in our
teaching schedule.  We ask those
mentor volunteers who were not
matched to consider team teaching
in the 11 am 3rd grade class for 2nd
quarter, (or, looking ahead to the 4th
quarter at the 9:15 service, any
grade.) In addition to mentor
volunteers,  parents of high school

youth who have flexibility on Sunday mornings are
especially requested to collaborate on teaching these
classes.  And of  course, all adults in our congregation
are invited to speak with Cindy about partnering
with our children in RE.

“One way to think about a purpose of
a Unitarian Universalist Congregation
is that it is to enlist, encourage, and
inspire us to live lives of integrity and
service and joy.”

~Rev. Rob Eller Isaacs, at last week’s
Ministry Matters Conference.
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THE PIONEER,
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF

THE UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF

NORTHAMPTON AND FLORENCE

PIONEER DATES

Deadline Publication
November 21 (Wed) November 28
December 26 (Wed) January 2

Please submit all items for The Pioneer by the end of the day of
the deadline.   Articles should be 350 words or less.   Submit to
Rich West at rwest@periodyssey.com. Include the word
“PIONEER” in the subject line.

Visit us on line at
www.uunorthampton.org

Creative Writing Group

Ongoing creative writing group, meeting first and
third Tuesday evenings, at members’ homes. We are
looking for a few more U.U. people who wish to
commit to writing together in a gentle and
supportive environment. Group maximum is 8. For
more information, contact Katie Olmstead at
KDOlmstead@aol.com

UUs and Classism Discussion, Nov. 6

“Unitarian Universalism has a class problem.... We
try to stand for all people, but when we look around,
we usually stand with people like ourselves.” That’s
what Doug Muder says in the last issue of the UU
World. What do you think? Come discuss Muder’s
article (available at the www.UU world.org website
and in reprint form on either side of  the pulpit) and
the issue of  class, generally and here at USNF. Co-
facilitators: Lynne Marie Wanamaker and Rich West.
Tuesday, November 6, 7 pm, Parlor. All are
welcome.  Free-of-charge childcare provided with
24 hours notice.

First Friday Food and Fun, Nov. 2

What are First Fridays? They are supper gatherings
(at 6 pm in the Social Room) just for the fun of it,
a time to meet new folks and catch up with old
friends, a time for children and adults to enjoy
activities together, and a time to let someone else
make supper. (Donations pay for the food.) After
the supper there is an activity such as games, songs,
crafts, or magic tricks. This coming First Friday,
November 2, will be hosted by the Green Team,
who will introduce serve a meal of  locally grown
foods.  Put First Fridays on your calendar and come
for the fun of  it. For more information contact Gail
Gaustad at 584-9255 or anyone on the Membership
Committee.


