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Greetings from Your Board of Trustees

This summer, as I began my year-long
term as President of the Board, I was
(once again) awed by the contributions
of time, energy, commitment, and
creativity that so many of you give to
USNF. These contributions combined
with your very generous financial
support make us a strong and vibrant
community. Thank you for all you do!

Many of us have also been reminded of the importance of personal connection, of
community. At recent memorial services for members, we heard confirmation
and appreciation for the importance of our community. Family and friends near
and from afar told us how important this community has been for those they lost
and what comfort they themselves experienced knowing their family or friend
was lovingly held among us.

Each month at our Board of Trustees meeting we take time to report on what we
have heard from all of you; what’s working best and what could be improved.
What do you hope for from this community? Do you want to share gifts or talents
you have? Do you want opportunities to connect with others either in simple or
more involved ways? 

Whether you are a member or just gathered with us one time, the Board (me,
Stephanie Baird, Jane Simonds, Laura Porter, Dave Nelson, Molly Hale, Judy Hyde,
Julie Chandler, and Rick King) would be pleased to hear from you. How you are
doing and what do you hope to give and receive from our community in this new
church year?

Ed Olmstead, President
EdOlmstead@aol.com 

mailto:EdOlmstead@aol.com


Member Spotlights

Terri HerrNeckar & Elaine Apthorp

Terri Elaine

Terri HerrNeckar and Elaine Apthorp have been members of USNF for about
fifteen years, during which time they have been active in many ways. Elaine has
graced us with beautiful and moving musical performances. Interested in the
connections between USNF and the larger community, they worked together to
organize the New Year's Eve Midnight Cafe for several years.

Terri and Elaine were full time teachers living in the basement of a dormitory at
Milton Academy in Milton, MA until June, 2022 when they retired and moved full
time to their home in Northampton. Terri looks forward to reconnecting with
USNF after a Covid Pandemic pause through working with the Newcomer
Connection Team and the Nominating Committee.

Thank you, Evelyn Billings!

Evelyn and Gil Billings moved from Westfield to
Florence in 1996 and became USNF members
soon after. Evelyn quickly got involved in the
congregation by joining the "Membership
Committee." 

In time, the Membership Committee became the
"Newcomer Connections Team" (NCT). As part of
the NCT, Evelyn spent years overseeing the
Welcome Committee Volunteers on a weekly basis. She was responsible for
people signing up for various weekly job duties. Her weekly emails to the
volunteers were always filled with positivity, warmth and cheerfulness. She
had such a wonderful way of making each volunteer feel special in what they did.

As Evelyn steps back from NCT, the congregation thanks her for her dedication
and support in creating a welcoming environment for all our members and
visitors.

September Community Gathering



Sunday September 25

You are warmly invited to USNF's
annual Congregational Gathering, co-
sponsored this year by the Safe
Relations and Stewardship committees.
We’ll gather Sunday, Sept 25 right after
the worship service. We’ll share how it
feels to welcome and be welcomed, to
feel we belong in community, and how
we want to be with each other in this
changed world since COVID.

You may join us at the nearby Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary or in a Zoom group.
We'll all meet on Zoom if the weather is inclement. For those who bike, drive or
carpool to nearby Arcadia, we’ll start with a light lunch, a song together, and then
gather in small groups for a rich conversation. Folks who gather by Zoom will take
a short break after the worship service and then meet in small groups for a similar
sharing. We’ll aim to wrap up by 1:00.

Please use this link to let us know of your plans to join us at Arcadia or on Zoom
and tell us about any special needs: https://forms.gle/zF14PBGAjv8JZG2t9.
Check your email in the coming weeks for further details. Hope to see you there!

Upcoming Events

Gender 101: Beyond the Binary - October 2, 11:15-12:30 pm
Join Jessica and Cauli for a workshop about gender, why we have all gender
bathrooms at USNF, and how you can be supportive and inclusive.

Second Fridays - October 14
We are excited to offer monthly gatherings on Arts Night Out for pizza,
conversation, and fun. In October, the main event will be games.

Contact Us

 

UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF NORTHAMPTON AND FLORENCE
220 Main Street, Northampton,

Massachusetts 01060  Phone (413) 584-1390
The Reverend Janet C. Bush, Minister

 Jessica Harwood, Director of Faith Development and Community Engagement
Ellen Cogen, Director of Music

Michael Taylor , Manager of Congregational Operations
Cauli Williams, Youth & Young Adult Coord. Emma Gaudreau, Early Childhood Ed.

Frank Taillon, Custodian
Office Hours: Mon., Tues. Thurs., Friday 9 AM - 3 PM, please call before coming.

Partner of the Unitarian Congregation in Homoródkarácsonyfalva, Transylvania (Romania)
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