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The Climate Action Group

Report of the Climate Action Group, May 2022
The Climate Action Group has two goals. The first is for us to work to influence
legislative action and policy. The second is to help people inside and outside our
congregation to decrease their use of fossil fuels.
 
Towards our first (legislative) goal, members of the congregation wrote emails to
the Massachusetts Senate and House Leadership to appoint a conference
committee to reconcile their different climate bills. A few days later, the
conference committee was appointed. Reconciliation of the different bills is a
massive job with a short timeline. Representative Sabadosa has since told us that
the differences may be insurmountable. We will keep you aware of possible
lobbying we can do.
 
Towards our second goal of personal action, Eric Broadbent writes that the war in
Ukraine goes on and the connections to fossil fuels and climate change are clear.
Twenty people in our congregation committed to reduce their reliance on fossil
fuels this month, and many donated to the refugee relief effort. To help you think
about reducing your use of fossil fuels, please visit our Support Ukraine campaign
page.

You only have to check one box saying that you will
decrease your use of fossil fuels! The more people that
check this box, the more money we will raise for relief!
 

https://www.uunorthampton.org/
https://www.uunorthampton.org/social-action/current-projects/support-ukraine


Finally, we are working on a campaign to decrease the use
of fossil-fuel dependent food production. Look for letters
in the Daily Hampshire Gazette and informational tabling
at different grocery stores in the Valley.

Coordinating Council

Displaying the Ukrainian Flag at USNF?
A recent suggestion that we display a Ukrainian flag
stimulated much discussion at recent meetings of the
Board of Trustees and the Coordinating Council. The
Council has decided to open the question to the
congregation by holding what the Quakers call a
threshing session, to see what thoughts and feelings arise

that may suggest a right course of action for USNF. 
 
People within our congregation have differing opinions about this issue. People
supporting the raising of the Ukrainian flag wish to show solidarity with the
people of Ukraine and express our hope for their continued independence.

For those who disagree, the argument has two parts. One, that we have not flown
flags of other nations that have been invaded (including countries that the US has
invaded) and two, that as a Unitarian Society, we call for peace among nations
and the raising of the Ukrainian flag may suggest that we support our country’s
efforts as well as many others in continuing a militaristic approach to end this
war. Might it not be more in line with our values to put up a Peace flag or
something akin to that?
 
We will have a chance to discuss this in an open forum over Zoom on a weekday
evening yet to be determined. Look for the date and Zoom link in future
notices. Meanwhile, if you have any comments please e-mail them to
council@uunorthampton.org

Updated Progress Pride Flag
The Coordinating Council would like to celebrate
Pride month by updating the Pride Flag which
hangs above the outside entry to the Unitarian
Society Northampton Florence.

The suggested new flag would more fully
represent the Society’s commitment to welcoming

all. The replacement flag is known as The Progress Pride Flag: “a reboot of the
LGBTQ Pride Flag with an emphasis on inclusion and progression,” (Daniel
Quasar, a queer and nonbinary activist who debuted the Progress Pride Flag
on Kickstarter in 2019).

It has the familiar rainbow stripes but in addition features a horizontal-pointing
arrow of five half-sized stripes, and a yellow triangle with a purple circle. These
additional stripes represent transgender people (light blue, light pink, and white),
as well as People of Color (brown and black), people living with AIDS and those
passed, and intersex people (yellow with purple circle).

mailto:council@uunorthampton.org
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/danielquasar/progress-a-pride-flag-reboot


Please let the Coordinating Council know by June 1 if you have any objection to
the Council moving forward with this plan: council@uunorthampton.org.

Haiti Support Group

Haiti Support Group
Since 2010, the Unitarian Society of Northampton
and Florence has sent thousands of dollars each
year to two groups working in Haiti, Hands Up for
Haiti and Sonja Ayiti.

Hands Up for Haiti's mission is to provide lifesaving
health care to the sickest and most impoverished
people of Northern Haiti through “Sante Kominotè” – community-based health
care – delivered by Haitians on the ground, in collaboration with neighbors to the
north.

Sonje Ayiti, also operating in Northern Haiti, is a group of Haitian and
international humanitarians who collaborate to uplift the Haitian community
through education, economic development, and health care. Specifically, the
Society has been supporting their Cima (Haiti) School of Hope, a primary school
for impoverished Haitian children.

Our main fundraising event each year is a book sale held on the front lawn in
September. Donations are welcome. FMI: Rich West, 413-527-1900, rwest@
periodyssey.com

The Worship Committee

The Worship Committee welcomed Janet back for
our May meeting! Her time away gave us a chance to
reflect on how much she really does. We all feel so
grateful for everyone who helped make Janet's time
away on sabbatical successful for our community. All

of the lay leaders and guests, our staff, Great Hall and Zoom volunteers came
together to make it happen and we are just in awe of how well things went! 
 
We are looking forward to summer and want to give you a preview of what’s in
store. It’s going to look a little different than past summers: fewer and more
casual services, Zoom only services: Dianne Daniels leading July 17 and Sarah’s
Poetry Service August 21, opportunities to gather for social activities instead of
service on some Sundays (a picnic in Look Park is looking likely), a Summer Hymn
Sing is possible, and of course virtual visits to other congregations: like General
Assembly on June 26.
 
We are aiming to keep our congregation connected while also lessening the load
on our fantastic volunteers.  If you have an idea for a casual gathering you’d like
to organize this summer please let us know! And of course, we welcome new
members to the Worship Committee  

mailto:council@uunorthampton.org
https://handsupforhaiti.org/
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/03-0550884


Please mail minister@uunorthampton.org if you are interested.

USNF Annual Meeting Sunday, May 22

The USNF Annual Meeting Sunday, May 22.
It will happen right after services on Sunday,
offered both in person and over zoom. It's an
important gathering, in addition to
updates/reports on the many programs and
services that happened this year, it is also the
time when we elect our volunteer officers and
approve the proposed budget starting in
September.

If you are a member, we need you! Friends, you are also welcome, but will not be
able to vote. If you would like childcare during the meeting, please email Jessica
(dre@uunorthampton.org) by tomorrow (Wednesday) morning.

Click here for the Call to Meeting - Meeting Agenda.

Here is the link to join on Zoom, https://zoom.us/j/93428493741, Meeting ID: 934
2849 3741.

Click here for the Annual Report.

Members can download the FY-23 Board Recommended Budget in the Members
section of the USNF website or look for the link in the "USNF Annual Report &
Updated Call" sent to members in a separate email.

Congratulations to Jessica Harwood
Congratulations to Jessica Harwood for becoming a UUA Credentialed Religious
Educator.  She has successfully completed a rigorous program of study and
reflection that culminates in certification by the UUA Religious Educators
Association. We are grateful for her commitment to excellence, to our liberal
faith, and to USNF.

Unwanted Books Wanted
Unwanted Books Wanted.
The annual Haiti Book Sale returns Sunday September 18th (Rain date: September
25th) to the USNF front lawn. Please donate your unwanted books (no ex-library
books, textbooks or dictionaries please) by depositing them near the side door
elevator or calling Rich West (413-527-1900) for pick up. FMI: Rich West,
rwest@periodyssey.com.

Name Tags for All
Bola name tags on the march!
If you are attending services in person, we encourage you to wear a name tag. If
you need a new tag, print your name on the sign-up sheet on the clipboard in the
foyer or email Katharine: kirbykat755@aol.com. That new tag will be on the
“Welcome Table” in you enter the Great Hall the following week. After service,
remember to hang your tag in the foyer for the next time. The unclaimed tags in
the Great Hall will be removed after the June 19th service. Thanks!

mailto:minister@uunorthampton.org
mailto:dre@uunorthampton.org
mailto:dre@uunorthampton.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/61357d4e001/5c8024ff-04e2-4da0-9553-07301a81b5d4.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/93428493741
https://files.constantcontact.com/61357d4e001/e1f0e70c-489f-43af-9060-8127350799b8.pdf
mailto:rwest@periodyssey.com
mailto:kirbykat755@aol.com
mailto:kirbykat755@aol.com


Habitat for Humanity Initiative
'Sweat Equity' Needed!

The Coordinating Council and President's Team are in
support of our congregation providing assistance to USNF
member Katherine "Kirby" G. as part of her 'village' to
build her new home through Habitat for
Humanity. Construction in Northampton begins this
month and will continue through the fall. When complete,
Kirby and her adult son, both of whom are living with
health challenges, will have a home of their own that will
also provide a home office for Kirby to continue her
professional career and support her family. 

 
Kirby needs friends to contribute 100 hours of 'sweat equity' in the building
process. Can we do it, USNF? Yes we can!
 
Persons volunteering must:
·   Be at least 16 years of age
·   Be fully vaccinated
·   Attend a one–hour Zoom orientation before working on-site, usually held the
1st Wednesday evening and 3rd Saturday morning of the month.
 
Individuals, families, friends, and groups are welcome. 
 
Please contact Kim Henrichon, kahenrichon@gmail.com, or Kirby
Grimley zachforestc@gmail.com, to learn further logistical information. 

UUA General Assembly, June 22-26

Every year, our denomination's governance entity, the Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA) hosts the General Assembly (GA), where UU's from all over the
world gather. This year will be a hybrid event, with both in-person and zoom
attendance options.

The theme for 2022 is:
Meet The Moment

Reimagining Radical Faith Community.

The UUA may provide some financial support for registration - on a first-come,
first served basis. Register at uua.org/ga/registration.

Beacon Schedule
The USNF Beacon is published on Tuesdays with featured articles appearing each week.
Pictures/Illustrations are strongly encouraged!
The monthly schedule is:
Week 1 - Minister's Notes
Week 2 - Board Report

mailto:kahenrichon@gmail.com
mailto:kahenrichon@gmail.com
mailto:zachforestc@gmail.com
mailto:zachforestc@gmail.com
http://uua.org/ga/registration


Week 3 - Committee Reports and Articles
Week 4 - Religious Education and Faith Development
Week 5 - Editor's choice for months with 5 Tuesdays
Articles/photos are due the Friday before the week they are to be published. Articles should
be 250 words max. For longer articles, please contact the editor.

Send Submissions, with the word Beacon in the subject line  to:
newsletter@uunorthampton.org

Contact
Us

 

UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF NORTHAMPTON AND FLORENCE
220 Main Street, Northampton, Massachusetts 01060  Phone (413) 584-1390

The Reverend Janet C. Bush, Minister
Michael Taylor, Manager of Congregational Operations

Ellen Cogen, Director of Music
 Jessica Harwood, Director of Faith Development and Community Engagement

Johnny Williams, Youth & Young Adult Coord ~ Emma Gaudreau, Early Childhood Ed
Frank Taillon, Custodian

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., and Thurs., 9 AM - 4 PM, Please call before coming.
Partner of the Unitarian Congregation in Homoródkarácsonyfalva, Transylvania (Romania)

mailto:newsletter@uunorthampton.org
mailto:newsletter@uunorthampton.org
mailto:office@uunorthampton.org
https://www.facebook.com/UnitarianSociety

