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In Celebration of Martin Luther King Jr
Booker Bush curated video clips and music videos in celebration
of Martin Luther King Jr's life: MLK Videos. Click the link to enjoy
the playlist.

You will have a chance to hear how musicians from Nina Simone
to Public Enemy to Patty Griffin have paid homage to Dr. King.

The collection is thought-provoking, educational, and inspiring.

Coordinating Council Actions & Plans
There is a lot of news to report from the January
Coordinating Council meeting that drew 20 people,
including:

The Racial Justice Team is putting together a
service for Jan. 29 that will bring together
insights from many voices.
It was good to hear that after some time without a Personnel Committee, a
new one has formed – thank you to Christine Dutton, Russ Carrier, Katie
Hicks, and Kamala Brush for serving in this manner!
We are also happy to report that Jess Jones and Margaux Lanoie have
agreed to manage our social media operations with the help of Ty Power as
a liaison to the Web Committee.
The Newcomer Connections Team would welcome new members, so that
they can better welcome newcomers! Please reach out to Terri Herrneckar
if interested at terri.herrneckar3@gmail.com

https://www.uunorthampton.org/home
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLb_PGK5YNMliXIVc5mt6mE3JZUwUBpqCF
mailto:terri.herrneckar3@gmail.com


Each committee is being asked to let the Council know how their group is
archiving their information (minutes, documents, etc.). Please email this
information to council@uunorthampton.org
We engaged in small group discussions to contemplate social justice issues
in relation to the proposed 8th Principle and the role of the Coordinating
Council within USNF in carrying out the intention. Overall, we were able to
recognize solid progress over recent years while also identifying what more
we may be able to do moving forward; as our collective knowledge of
inequity deepens, we are able to further our actions in numerous ways as
we strive to expand our inclusiveness.

Kim Henrichon
Coordinating Council Clerk
kahenrichon@gmail.com

Share the Plate
Agency Nominations & Decisions

Twice a year, the Coordinating Council goes
through a participatory process to select
what organizations will receive Share the
Plate offerings from weekly Sunday morning
collections. We are looking for nominations
of organizations whose work aligns with our
values, principles, and work.

In keeping with our congregation's ongoing
reflections on the proposed 8th principle to

build a multicultural Beloved Community working to dismantle racism by our
actions, we are looking for nominations of racial and social justice organizations,
especially any led by People of Color, with which we might forge relationships
that go beyond financial support.

Everyone in attendance, those coming to the meeting for the 1st time and those
who have been 100 times, will get a vote.

Nominations for agencies are being collected now until Feb 3rd, please send your
ideas with a link to the nominee's webpage and any other pertinent info to
council@uunorthampton.org

The Climate Action Group
Opposing Fossil Fuels in Many Ways

The Climate Action Group (CAG) continues to work with the
House & Property Committee to advance our Decarbonization
effort. We’re currently reviewing proposals for replacing our gas
furnaces with heat pumps, and are coordinating with the Center
for Ecotechnology on a more detailed analysis of the building
heating requirements before finalizing plans and moving ahead

mailto:council@uunorthampton.org
mailto:kahenrichon@gmail.com
mailto:council@uunorthampton.org


with this shift off of fossil fuels.

Big banks are funding fossil fuel infrastructure. The national day
of protest and action against these banks is March 21, 2023. To
find out about the national protest, go to: National Day of
Action. The USNF Climate Action Group is also plotting local
actions in the next few weeks.

The last day to email your opposition to a pipeline expansion in
Springfield is today! (Tuesday Jan 17). To see a simple template for emailing your
opposition, go to the following site: Oppose Pipeline.

Bill Diamond
diamondwd59@gmail.com

Stewardship
A Blessing of Volunteers

We are grateful that an amazing 30 of our members
said “Yes, I’ll help with stewardship or welcoming
newcomers.”

In addition, four members accepted invitations to
join the Stewardship Committee. Thank you,
Barbara Smith, Susie Macrae, Liz Rich, and Markus
Jones! They join Patty Cowden, Dave Nelson, and
Craig Dreeszen as our core stewardship team.

Another 15 members stepped up to be volunteer
stewards for our February campaign. Thank you,
Corky Klimczak, Jon Sass, Cathy Lilly, Molly Hale,
Margaret Humbert Droz, Steve Kramer, Ed

Olmstead, Nancy Sardeson, Jane Diehl, Joan Obrien, Anne Lombard, Rick King,
David Mix Barrington, Judy Hyde, and Laurie Loisel!

We think of stewardship broadly -- taking care of each other, this place and
helping visitors feel welcome. In February, while members and friends are
thinking about why we care and how we can support our congregation,
Ambassadors will reach out to newcomers with a complementary mission. They
will get acquainted, explore common interests, and help visitors and newcomers
find their way in our congregation (with no expectation to volunteer, join, or
pledge). Thank you, ambassadors, Jan Nettler, Laurel Foster Moore, Teresa
Amabile, Nancy Cheevers, Julie Chandler, Jessica Jones, Terri Herrnecker, Melissa
Bolick, and Craig Machado!

If you get a call from any of these remarkable people, please welcome the call
and the opportunity to visit.

Craig Dreezen
craig@dreeszen.com

Nominating Committee Begins its Work
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There are so many ways to get involved at USNF,
most of which happen simply by reaching out or
showing up! However, key leadership positions such
as positions on the Board of Trustees and the
leadership of the Coordinating Council are filled using
a more formal process. Led by the Nominating
Committee (whose members are also elected) a slate
of candidates is recruited and voted on each year at
the annual meeting in May.

The Nominating Committee has been enjoying watching members in action in
Zoom Committee meetings this month as they look to fill the open positions for
elected leadership – an opportunity to work “for and with a group of people who
have intertwining needs, hopes, fears, and expectations, all to help fulfill a
common mission that binds them together.” (Serving with Grace, Erik Wikstrom).

If you are looking for new ways to further our congregation’s mission to build a
caring community, then please consider the elected positions that guide our
congregation. Please look for more information in an upcoming Sunday Times or
for more information contact Laurel Foster-Moore, laurelfm@gmail.com..

If a nominating committee member contacts you, we ask that you please be open
to talking about one or more of the open positions. Thank you!

Reparations in Northampton
Reparations for the harms of slavery, tendrils of which still impact the present, is a
growing endeavor all across the country. Many towns and cities have enacted a
reparations plan--Amherst, Boston, Providence, Evanston IL, to name just a
few. Now Northampton has an opportunity to do the same. 

To that end, the Northampton Reparations Committee (NRC) cordially invites you
to the event below, which will be held on Zoom on Tuesday January 24, 6:30-
8:00 PM, co-sponsored by Forbes Library. Our goal for the evening is to inform
and encourage Northampton’s residents to spread the word about the efforts of
the NRC and request that our City Council and Mayor Sciarra establish a
commission to study the historical and current harms experienced by Black
people in Northampton. 

The evening's program will include NRC members talking about the history of our
two-year long effort, our petition supporting reparations in the city, and the
resolution that City Council members will submit to the Council at large. Then a
panel of three distinguished speakers: Andrea Ayvazian, Ousmane Power-Greene,
and Dan Cannity, will answer the questions "Why Reparations? Why
Northampton? Why Now?"

A strong showing at the event will help bolster the work, so please register here
and come. And please forward this message widely! Be sure to bring your
questions for the Q & A. 

Andrea Reber
NCR and USNF member

mailto:laurelfm@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OI5tV81zSrC7HtFY2PaIaQ


areber999@gmail.com

Compassionate Listening
Learning Opportunity

Yael Petretti spoke from
the USNF pulpit at the
November 6th service,
offering us a glimpse of
her work promoting
Compassionate
Listening. Yael has led
Listening With the Heart
delegations to Alabama
and Israel/Palestine.

There's an opportunity
to learn more about her
work and the practice
of listening and
speaking from the heart
on January 21. RSVP by Jan. 14th, YPetretti@treehousefoundation.net

Missed the service? You can watch on the USNF YouTube channel here:
Compassionate Listening Service. For more information, please contact Ed
Olmstead, EdOlmstead@aol.com

Submit to The Beacon

mailto:areber999@gmail.com
mailto:YPetretti@treehousefoundation.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_DcMtdg698
mailto:EdOlmstead@aol.com


We welcome submissions!

The Publication Schedule is as follows:
Week 1: Minister's Edition
Week 2: Board Updates & Social Justice
Week 3: Committee, Team, & Activity Reports
Week 4: Faith Development & Religious Education
Week 5: Special Edition, Topics Vary - chosen by you perhaps?

To submit an article, use this link: Beacon Submission Form
For questions, please email newsletter@uunorthampton.org
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